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Vail's ‘The Edge' honors Olympic
champions
Vail Mountain sculpture inspired by a Bode Miller race
FEBRUARY, 12 2010
MOLLY EPPARD
ART IN PUBLIC PLACES SPOTLIGHT 
VAIL, CO COLORADO

VAIL, Colorado — Appearing to have raced down Pepi's Face and into the
newly renovated Mountain Plaza in Vail Village is “The Edge,” by
Boulder sculptor Gail Folwell. This commanding figure of an abstracted
downhill skier was commissioned by Vail Resorts as a part of its
contribution to Vail's Art in Public Places program. 

Honoring Olympic and World Champion skiers and snowboarders who
have trained, raced and lived in Vail this monumental sculpture is a
powerful focal point for this portal to Vail Mountain. 

The figure in “The Edge” was inspired by Bode Miller's 2003 World Ski
Championship giant slalom winning race in St. Moritz. “He seemed to be
on the edge of disaster over and over, and he was going so fast it could
go either way. It was this precarious fine line that I tried to capture,”
Folwell says.

Folwell creates an impassioned energy in her work. She steps away from
literal interpretations and by abstracting the figure she exaggerates it
to compose drama and excitement. 

“I create sculpture to express physical and emotional energy through
abstraction of the human form,” she says. “Anatomy, gesture and the
tactile handling of surfaces are essential components for manifesting my
thoughts in these works.” 

The 19th century father of modern sculpture, Auguste Rodin once said,
“The body always expresses the spirit for which it is the shell.” 

Folwell has certainly achieved this in “The Edge.” 

Folwell's work is represented locally by Claggett/Rey Gallery and she is
currently working on a commission for the Dr. Pepper Ballpark in Frisco, Texas. 

You can join Art in Public Places for a free guided tour of the Vail Village and its art collection at 3:30 p.m., Wednesday
at the Vail Village Information Booth. Visit www.artinvail.com for a calendar of remaining tours.

Molly Eppard is Vail's art in public places coordinator

- Special to the Vail Daily 

- Vail Daily / Art in Public Places photo archive 

Art in Public Places
Gail Folwell
“The Edge,” 2008
12' x 7' 6” bronze sculpture on 11' steel
base
Dedication on plaque: The Edge is
dedicated in honor of the men and
women who have represented Vail in ski
and snowboard Olympic and World
Championship competitions around the
globe. We are proud to pay tribute to our
past, present, and future champions. The
Edge, 2008/Sculptor, Gail Slatter Folwell
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